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Rookie Read-About Community
The Rookie Read-About: Community series gives young readers an inside glimpse at often-mysterious professions: doctors, firefighters, mail carriers, and more. One of the most dramatic jobs on the list is paramedic, a person who only goes to work when things in life go wrong. In four short chapters dominated

by photos of stretchers, oxygen masks, and neck braces (many appear staged, but a few seem real) and a couple lines of text, Shepherd sets the stage by listing where you find paramedics (football games, fairs) and establishing their professionalism: “They work quickly and calmly.” After stating that paramedics

sometimes restart hearts or lungs, we go inside the ambulance—“like an emergency room on wheels”—before wrapping up with some odder means of rescue (skis and helicopters). Inevitably sort of scary, but all the serene, smiling faces help.

—Booklist, October 1, 2012 on A Day with Paramedics 
Rookie Read-About Dinosaurs

Young readers will appreciate this series. The life-like illustrations and photographs show just enough of what dinosaurs eat and how they fight to keep even the most knowledgeable child turning the pages. Beginning readers will be drawn to the smaller size of the books as well as to the larger sized print. There are just a few lines of text on each page encouraging beginning readers to read for themselves. Each book’s table of contents includes meeting the dinosaur, size, what they ate, how they got around, fighting, and bones. This series would be a good addition to the dinosaur shelf in the library. Websites. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, October 2012 on Apatosaurus, Oviraptor, and Velociraptor
Rookie Read-About Safety

From the Rookie Read About: Safety series, this title reminds little ones to stay away from all forms of stranger danger, though, mercifully, that phrase is never used. Stranger here is defined as “anyone you don’t know,” and it includes people who may try to contact children via the Internet. Children are presented with visual examples to illustrate cautionary tales, and demonstrations are provided of proper procedure for even the most mundane of encounters with strangers. Bright, eye-catching photographs depict children running away from male and female potential predators—standing by vans, holding out treats, or attempting to lure kids in with pets. Kids are also shown interacting with friendly police officers and holding hands with teachers. This minimal, direct, and informative title might help kids stay safe without scaring them senseless.

—Booklist, October 1, 2012 on Stranger Safety 

Blastoff! Readers

If your backyard is populated with as many creatures as there are volumes in the Backyard Wildlife series, it’s time to put the house on the market. Taken in smaller doses, though, these brief, colorful volumes continue to be a solid first step to helping the youngest readers make connections between what they see and what they don’t. A quibble: the chapter headings listed in the table of contents do not appear on later pages. That aside, the left-hand text (one or two short sentences) and right-hand photos make the books easy to navigate and understand. As you might expect, Bats has nightmare potential, with its shots of the leathery beasts swarming by the thousands and trapping insects. And there’s this: “Vampire bats drink the blood of cows, horses, and other animals!” Geese, as it turns out, aren’t particularly exciting, which makes one wonder why the book doesn’t begin with the main event: fuzzy yellow goslings. Salamanders is plastered with eye-catchers, including a salamander shedding its skin, snagging a faraway fly via tongue, and losing its tail: “Bye tail!” The inquisitive cuties of Weasels are adorbs, even when stealing eggs and toting a dead rabbit bigger than they are. Start here, animal fans, and then let deeper series guide budding interests. 

—Booklist, September 15, 2012 on Bats, Geese, Salamanders, and Weasels (Backyard Wildlife subset)

True Books
Though it might be the bane of adults’ lives, serving on a jury looks awfully exciting to kids. This crystal clear step-by-step entry in the A True Book: Civics series answers pretty much any question young readers may have about the process. After differentiating criminal and civil trials, De Capua explains the age and citizenship requirements, the summons letter, ways to be excused, the members of the court, and how one goes from the jury pool to actually being selected to sit in that exciting courtside box. The bright, clean design revolves around professionally shot photos featuring everything you’d want to see: new convicts in handcuffs, bored potential jurors forced to “wait many hours,” and a harried foreperson trying to broker juror arguments. Concise and educational material for future verdict reachers.

—Booklist, October 1, 2012 on Serving on a Jury (Civics subset)
Also recommended from this series: 

Running for Public Office 
Voting 
This series features covers with photographic images to catch the eye of young researchers. With the exception of U.S. Landforms, which covers physical geography, each book covers a specific region of the U.S. Each title briefly introduces the region covered: history, people, geography, resources/economy, and challenges. The series uses photos on every page, along with a map, facts list, and keywords/definitions. If you are not looking for an in-depth examination of U.S. geography, this series is an appropriate introduction and ideal for students researching their first reports. The series is especially suitable for any elementary or public library wanting to add to their geography collections. Bibliography. Websites. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, October 2012 on The Midwest, The Northeast, The Southeast, The Southwest, U.S. Landforms, and The West (The U.S. Regions subset)
Each book in this series provides background information on its topic with photographs and a clear explanation of each. These books have photos of each topic that students can relate to and understand, and include places to visit. The series emphasizes that all the information is true and can be verified. Adding these to an elementary school library or classroom collection as supplemental information would be valuable. Bibliography. Glossary. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, October 2012 on Ecology, Geology, Hydrology, Meteorology, Oceanography, and Paleontology (Earth Science subset)

Much like the other subsets, these volumes in the A True Book: Earth Science series are models of introducing a broad range of topics while still being concise—and graphically pleasing to boot. Each book boasts a layout that never feels the least bit lazy and is kept fresh with sharp pictures, fun time lines, and breakout sections isolating the most dazzling of subtopics. Geology sounds rather dull—until you remember our old friend the volcano. Ranging from the history of continental drift (colleagues thought scientist James Hutton “had lost his mind” with the theory) to recovery of space rocks, this is surprisingly invigorating material. Hydrology, the study of water on earth, naturally hauls out the old hydrologic cycle diagrams but also touches history (check out those Roman aqueducts) and the failure of the New Orleans levees, asking, “Do you wonder why the water that gives us life can also destroy a city?” Meteorology has lots of weapons to keep interest: Tornadoes! Blizzards! Lightning! But the most fascinating side-trip involves the long-kept secret of The Old Farmer’s Almanac. 
Those weren’t “dragon bones” discovered by the ancient Chinese, reports Paleontology. From the 1800s “bone wars” to modern excavation tools, this volume has your dino requirements covered. A bright, appealing package perfect for writing reports or for following individual interests.
—Booklist, July 2012 on Geology, Hydrology, Meteorology, and Paleontology (Earth Science subset)

Bolstered by a generous array of illustrations and photos, this True Book: Disasters series title provides a clear, readable account of how a confluence of nasty luck, possible negligence, the crew’s baffling inexperience, and dearth of lifeboats contributed to the ship’s terrible tragedy. 

—Book Links, September 2012 on The Titanic Disaster 978-0-531-20627-0, 978-0-531-28996-9 (Disasters subset)

(Article: Imagining the Past with the Titanic Disaster) 
Nature’s Children

This very popular series continues to engage young readers with its updated format. Each short chapter divides into double-page spreads that support topics consistent with each book. Each spread includes a full-color photo of the animal. Many unfamiliar words are defined in context in addition to the glossary. Fact Files outline scientific classification of the animal, diet, habitat, and range. There is a comparative illustration of the size of a human to the animal. The end of each title includes a habitat map. Even with an emphasis on a broad overview of each animal, there is no lack of information. Both the casual browser and researcher will be satisfied. Teachers will find this series perfect for a guided research or report unit. Anyone familiar with the series will want to be sure to get these newest editions. Bibliography. Glossary. Index. Recommended
—Library Media Connection, October 2012 on Bald Eagles, Chimpanzees, Dolphins, Komodo Dragons, Lions, Pandas, Penguins, Sharks, Tarantulas, and Wolves 
Torque
This brief, straightforward book tells—and shows—kids all that lumberjacks do. When they’re done, readers will know why this fits into the Dangerous Jobs series. With important words in bold, the text explains in simple terms how loggers (the preferred name) climb trees, attach cables, use chain saws, load

trucks, and work in sawmills. Besides the obvious, information about what makes the job dangerous (e.g., working in remote areas far from medical care) and a few statistics about injuries are given (“In 2010, nearly 60 lumberjacks died on the job”). The photographs sometimes seem to feature loggers photoshopped against backgrounds, and the pictures are not always of the best quality. Still, this is profession that gets little attention, and it’s one that will interest kids.

—Booklist, October 1, 2012 on Lumberjack (Dangerous Jobs subset)
You Wouldn’t Want to…

This You Wouldn’t Want to… series title both appeals and appalls. This book beckons to its reader: You think you have it bad? Well, read on! This book reveals “not-so-great” facts about the famous Chinese wall, but it also lays a foundation for why and how the wall was built. Although the people in the illustrations have exaggerated features, they complement the text and “draw” the reader in. 

—Book Links, September 2012 on You Wouldn’t Want to Work on the Great Wall of China! (Article: Exploring Ancient China)
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